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Purpose and scope 

The special issue of the Journal of Assistive Technologies will focus on new, improved and 

developing uses of telehealthcare technologies and services to improve the choices available to 

older and other vulnerable groups to allow them to maximise their independence and/or 

improve their well-being and Quality of Life. Dedicating a special issue to this topic highlights the 

increasing importance of telehealthcare in all forms of assisted living including new models of 

housing, and specialist forms of residential care. It also reflects the need to provide integrated, 

more accessible and more cost-effective services that are relevant to the widest range of 

stakeholders but especially the individuals themselves and commissioners from primary care, 

local authorities and mental health partnerships. The Journal welcomes submissions from a wide 

range of contexts and authors, including researchers, developers, commissioners, service users, 

landlords, and practitioners across health, social care and housing sectors. The focus of the 

journal, and this special issue, is on innovation in the use of the technology rather than on the 

technology itself.  

For the purpose of this special issue, telehealthcare may be defined as any device, system or 

service that aims to provide or support care closer to home and, hence, encourages 

independence by reducing reliance on traditional services. Topics might include, but are not 

limited to: 

 Evidence of the impact of introducing telehealthcare services 

 Improvements in design and usability of telehealthcare devices and systems 

 Virtual presence, robopets, chat-bots and personal electronic appliances (PEAs) 

 Use of telehealthcare services for reducing social isolation 

 Continuous assessment of risk and needs using telehealthcare 

 Applying telehealthcare in mental health services 

 Role of telemonitoring services in reducing the burden of LTCs on the NHS 

 Methods of increasing demand for and uptake of telehealthcare services 

 Results of pilot studies using innovative approaches to support 

 Telehealthcare and the personalisation of care agenda 

 Using telehealthcare efficiently within Intermediate care and reablement services 

 Improving the prescription for telehealthcare through better training  

 Telehealthcare in support of people with learning or physical disabilities 

 

Submissions can be: 

 Research-based papers (3000–7000 words in length) for peer review, or 

 Case studies, project descriptions or service analysis (c. 2000 words in length) 

 

The deadline for submissions for consideration for the special issue is 1st March, 2010. 

Send contributions for the special issue by email to: dr.k.doughty@btinternet.com 
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